
 

 

School Council Meeting minutes 

May 15, 2024, 6:30pm 
 

Welcome to those attending –  

Name Present Name Present 

Mary Sue Meredith  X Tamara DeCraemer X 

Marisa Moser  Shannon Vanderlip  

Tonya Veltman  Syed M. Umagr  

Stephanie Evans X Zunaira Kafeel  

Rick Foucault X Bradley O’Neil  

Christine Glidden X Naeem Mohammed  

Bobbie Joe Seitz X Brydon Rayner  

Doerte Shulze X Matthew Theis  

Sarah Steinert X Sheena Kinghorn  

Jillian Penney  Mandy Ballentine  

Kathleen Siegrist X Eleanor McGrath  

 
Welcome Message – Tonya/Steph 

Territorial Acknowledgment - Mary Sue 

Principal’s Report – Mary Sue 

• We had a really successful Jump Rope for Heart 

o Our goal was 2000, and we raised raised $2819.00 

o It was wonderful to get that support from the community 

• School Garden 

o There is great interest for the school garden 

o Four grade 6 students went to a leadership opportunity on earth day and have become 

leaders and invited others to get involved 

o This week they weeded, mulched, added dirt all to get ready for planting next week 

o There is a group of 3 parent volunteers plus Mrs. Quinton and Ms. Meredith helping 

students at break time to run the “Little Garden Group” (which is their name for 

themselves) 

o This offers a nice alternative to sports and active play at break time 

• Staffing 

o We are in the middle of staffing season (currently interviewing for positions, not just for 

Westvale) 

o School decreasing in size for next year (one full time French Immersion teacher will be 

replaced with a part time French Immersion teacher) 



o There are also layoffs across the province for teachers in contract positions and one 

teacher at Westvale is affected 

o Some enrollment transfers will be happening (between Westvale and other schools)  

o With extended day (before/after care) being offered by the board next year, there will 

be two new DECEs joining us (for a total of 6 ECE – they will be doing shifts as the total 

coverage in a day is 7 am – 6 pm and is too long for one person to work) 

o We are expecting only 3 kindergarten classes for next year (we had 4 this year) 

o Our EA allocation is stable (no gains/loses), however extended day requires an EA so we 

will be hiring for that 

o Enrollment is at 420 this year, will be less next year but not too significantly. No specific 

numbers are being given at this time. 

o Bigger class sizes are expected in some cases next year (this year we had some with only 

17 and 18 students) 

• Grade 6 students 

o Ms. Meredith has been having transition meetings for students that won’t be going to 

Centennial (e.g from our ACE class and special needs programs) 

o We are also starting to plan the grade 6 celebrations 

• Track and Field meet 

o Happening on Friday May 17th, with a rain date of the following Friday (May 24th) 

o We will have volunteers from Centennial along with parent volunteers for that day 

o It costs approximately $800 cost for field painting, ribbons, etc. and this comes from the 

school’s budget 

o Mrs. Burton’s grade 3 class will help hand out pizza on Friday because the Jr students 

(who normally distribute the pizza) are participating in track and field 

Teacher’s Report- Marisa Moser 

• Primary Literacy Night  

o This event was on May 2nd and we had a nice turnout with keen parents (15-20 parents 

attending) 

o There were 6 teachers presenting about French Literacy and English Literacy  

o Topics were: 

▪ Phonemes and Phonological Awareness  

▪ Pratique Phonémique (Phonological Awareness – French) 

▪ Decoding and Decodable Texts (English and French) 

▪ Diagnostic Testing – Acadience 

▪ Home Readying 

o Parents asked really good questions of the teachers. Parents in attendance had students 

in JK – Grade 4. 

o ULFI Foundations is being used in the younger grades 

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/foundations/ 

• Summer Clothing Swap 

o Teachers are running a summer clothing swap on May24 

o This came out of environmental initiatives to keep clothing out of landfills and to teach 

students environmental stewardship 

• EQAO practice tests are next week (Weds and Thurs) 

• Students are loving coming down to the library see the chick eggs (in the incubator) 

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/foundations/


• Grade 6 students are selling popcorn to offset the cost of their field trip 

• Teachers send a heartfelt thank you to the school council for their support for going to the 

groundwater festival 

Treasurer’s Report – Rick 

• WEFI account 

o Donations made to WEFI which specifically indicate Westvale School Council in the 

comments are designated for use by school council. If donations are made and only 

specify the school, they are used by Ms. Meredith for things such as track and field. If 

donations are made and name NO school, they are evenly distributed to ALL schools in 

the region. 

o $1036.56 in WEFI account designated for school council use 

o Most of this amount was previously accounted for in the main school account, but this 

money is in a separate account. You need to submit a receipt to the WEFI account to 

access the funds.  

o Will be using this to pay for almost all of the commitment for the Grade 6 trip. Account 

will be zeroed out. 

• Main School council account 

o We opened the month with an opening balance of $10,586 

o We have a 3k minimum balance, which means we opened with an available amount of 

$7,586 

o Revenue: 

▪ $61.77 Mabel’s Labels 

▪ $50.25 Movie Night 

▪ $657.17 Used book sale ($1314 collected; half to nutrition for learning) 

▪ Total revenue: $769.19 

o Commitments/Expenses: 

▪ $4330.09 for Gym Refresh 

▪ $150 for chicks 

▪ $500 for Fun Fair 

▪ $1090.19 for Grade 6 trip ($1036.56 from WEFI to be used, leaving a $53.53 

commitment from the main account) 

▪ $413 grade 2 groundwater field trip 

▪ $43.18 School Day transaction fees 

▪ $486.39 Science Fair Display Boards 

▪ $169.91 Lacrosse equipment 

▪ Total expenses/commitments: $7049.97 

o Corrections: 

▪ $903.87 was incorrectly accounted for in the main account; this is in the WEFI 

accounts 

▪ Total removed from account balance for correction: $903.87 

o Total Available Balance (minus the 3k holdback amount) is $1305.21 

  



Four All Ice Cream - Steph 

• For those who don’t know, this is a fundraiser campaign we are running where student craft 

school ice cream flavour, which is then sold as a fundraiser. Students have already completed 

the flavour submissions and we are waiting for the flavours to be prototyped for taste testing in 

the school. 

• The taste test is tentatively set for May 30th at 12:40 and students will vote that day for their 

favourite 

o There are only 2 flavours at Four All’s request (originally there were supposed to be 4) 

o One of the flavours will be dairy-free 

o Two flavour winners are: 

▪ Westvale Wolf Tracks - Lemon sherbert with blueberry paws (dairy free, but 

contains coconut). Flavour submission by Madelle Thwaites’ Class 

▪ Vanilla, Lemon and Blueberry – Vanilla ice cream with blueberry and lemon curd 

swirls. Flavour submission by Mme Cloet’s class 

o Honourable mentions for flavours include: 

▪ Blueberry Bubble Gum Swirl – Bubble gum ice cream with blueberry swirls and 

marshmallows (Ms Hahn/Grin) 

▪ Blueberry Banana Swirl – Blueberry ice cream with a banana caramel swirl (Ms. 

Chan) 

• We are expecting to sell (via School Say) from June 3rd- 7th with pick up scheduled for the week 

of June 24th  

Fun Fair Update – Bobbie Joe 

• We sent out a request for volunteers and did get quite a few responses (we definitely have 

enough bakers!) 

o We have quite a few student volunteers as well 

o We may need to send a second request out for volunteers 

o Bobbie Joe will reach out to those who filled out the form shortly to co-ordinate 

• We will be using classrooms instead of the hallways this year to reduce congestion 

• We have tables and food trucks sorted (Kono Pizza, Born to Eat, Berlin 95, and the ice cream 

truck) 

• We will be selling tickets for activities and food items and raffle tickets 

o Everything is a dollar, including raffle tickets 

o Lots of gift cards, not as many baskets this year for the raffle 

o Tickets for activities and the raffle are CASH only, food trucks accept debit/credit 

• Activities and Offerings: 

o Balloon animals – $1 each 

o Face painting – $1 per student 

o Cotton Candy - $1 each bag 

o Popcorn – FREE 

o Kung Fu Demo – FREE 

o Cake Walk - $1 per play (play a fun mix of musical chairs and bingo and win a cake!) 

o Bubbles – FREE 

o Photo Booth – FREE 

o Raffle - $1 each entry 



o Games (giant checkers, giant connect 4, giant jenga) – FREE 

o Food Trucks – Prices vary (percent of sales donated to school council) 

Science Fair – Kathleen 

• It was a very successful event, with turnout equivalent to last year 

• Next year will be Kathleen and Toby’s last year and they are looking to mentor someone to take 

over the event after that 

Chick Hatch Update – Steph 

• The eggs were set, and it looks like 5 of the 7 are developing 

• We are trying to set up a livestream (web cam), and students are visiting the incubator in the 

library during their library time 

• The chicks will be leaving the school June 12/13 (TBD) 

• Ann Richards donated feed from Jones Feed Mill (many thanks to Ann!) 

 

Next Meeting Date – June 19th, 2023 from 6:30-8:00 pm 

Future Meeting Dates –Sept 2024 (typically the 3rd Weds of the month, but TBD) 


